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St. Thomas Episcopal Church  
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

A Place Where Faith is Taken 
Seriously . . . 

Pentecost 17 
Proper 21 (A) 
September 27, 2020 
 
RCL: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16; Phi-
lippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 
 
Exodus 17:1-7 
Anyone who has been in a position of leadership 
can relate to Moses’ dilemma in this passage.  
Acting on faith and with divine guidance, he is 
leading his people from slavery into the promised 
land. Moses might be tempted by the potential for 
personal power, but he never really gets a chance. 
Instead, he finds himself in a “don’t shoot the  
messenger!” situation when there is a scarcity of 
water for his people. His people did what people 
do: they complained, they quarreled, and they 
turned on Moses. And Moses, in turn, sought the 
ear of the Lord in his frustration, asking, “What 
shall I do with this people?” As you might hear, 
the narrative becomes more about quarrelling and 
blame than it does about the vital, living water. 
The instruction Moses receives from the Lord isn’t 
about managing the people, but about how to draw 
that life-giving water in abundance from a place of 
seeming scarcity. And, no surprise, at the source of 
this water is the Lord, “I will be standing there in 
front of you…” reminding us of God’s eternal 
presence even in times when we are parched,  
quarrelsome, and doubtful. 
 
 What are the quarrels and complaints that can 

keep us from experiencing the providential 
love of God? 

 When have you noticed unexpected abun-

dance, exactly when you needed it most? 

Where was God in that time? 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
In these sections of Psalm 78, the narrative from Exodus can be 
found woven into the larger life and context of the people of  
Israel. Psalm 78 is often characterized as a Covenant or Liturgical 
Psalm. Neither a lament nor a song of praise, these psalms were 
used to characterize the public worship of the people as a  
community of faith. This psalm recounts praise-worthy actions of 
divine intervention: freedom from oppression, splitting open the 
sea, leading by a cloud, splitting open the rocks to provide water. 
This ritual of remembering and recounting is a community-
building act of worship. It is, perhaps, the exact opposite of selfish 
complaining because it draws attention to communal recognition 
of God, whose actions are greater than any of us individually 
could accomplish. 
 
 What is the earliest story you remember hearing about God’s 

providence for God’s people from the Hebrew Scriptures? 
What stands out about these “Sunday School Stories” for us 
today? 

 What are the actions of God toward the people of God that 
should be remembered and retold to our own children, and our 
children’s children? 

 
Philippians 2:1-13 
“… be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full ac-
cord and of one mind.” 
 
There are many times in our contemporary lives when it seems 
like being of one mind is an impossible reality. Political and  
ideological differences pull us in different directions and fill our  
 

Continued on page 3  
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During times of illness, hospitalization, 

or life crisis, please call : 
Church Office - 386-446-2300  

For Intercessory Prayer: 
Yvonne Kendrick - 386-445-9969 

To be added to the prayer list:  
Dolly Bordinger - 445-6875 
Barbara Lawson - 517-1695 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
Altar flowers given in memory or in  
honor of loved ones are $35.00. You   
can contact the office 446-2300. 

Continued from page 1 

minds with sounds bites of divisive rhetoric. And yet, the  
language of this Epistle to the Philippians tells us to be of the 
same mind, to have the same love and to do all of this because of 
the lavish and loving example set forth by Jesus Christ. It is  
sobering to read words written thousands of years ago and feel 
them still convicting our hearts and exhorting our actions about 
how to be Church in the world. At the core of the reminders of 
this Epistle are the virtues of humility and service. Or, in other 
words, “is it better to be right, or to be kind?” There are lessons 
in this Epistle for vestries, for church leaders, for our own  
devotional reflections. Jesus is our example: how do we find the 
humility to live into that example rather than succumbing to our 
own wants and needs? 
 
 How does our Baptismal Covenant instruct us to act out of 

the same mind and the same love of Christ? Name examples 
of the way you have observed this lived out covenant in your 
lives both in the church and in the world. 

 What are the areas where you struggle to be of the same mind 
and the same love as Christ and each other: as a person, as a 
parish, and/or as the Church? Name these areas, and consider 
ways to hold both the division and the possibility of reconcil-
iation in Christ in your prayers. 

 
Matthew 21:23-32 
This Gospel lesson plays out almost like a theatrical scene: Jesus 
is met with a question and responds with a question which is 
lobbed around almost like a tennis ball among the officials and 
the people. With all the banter back and forth about how to  
answer the question and what that answer might imply, it quickly 
becomes clear that what was posed to Jesus as he approached was 
really more of a trap than an honest question. And so it is that 
Jesus uses a parable to further illustrate the folly of our attempts 
to please others (or God), which end up revealing our own lack 
of moral grounding. Jesus illustrates what we might call the 
“question behind the question” to strip away all of the pretense 
and break down the rhetoric around what one should say, in order 
to reveal one’s true intentions. The almost incomprehensible  
reality is that God doesn’t ask us to say and do what we think 
will please God. God asks us to come, humbly and honestly,  
exactly as we are with our hearts open to God’s transforming 
love. 
 
 What are places in our lives where our lips are saying “yes” 

to God, but our actions are not following through? How can 
we align our yes-saying with our yes-doing? 

 How can we ask questions of others with openness, inviting 
genuine conversation without expecting a particular re-
sponse? How does this apply to our lives of prayer, and to 
our lives of Christian service? 

 
This Bible study, written by Sarah Kye Price, originally ran in 
2017. 

 

PRACTICING THE WAY OF LOVE 
IN THE TIME OF COVID-19 

 

WORSHIP &  
COMMUNICATION SCHEDULE 

 
Sun…. 10 a.m. Worship   
             (at Church and Facebook) 
 
Tues…. 10 a.m. Morning Prayer 
 
     1 - 3 p.m. Jewish/Christian 
               Zoom Bible Study  
                (contact office to join) 
 
Wed…. 12:00 p.m. Noonday Prayer  
              with Healing 
 
Thurs…. Email from Fr. Bob 
 
Fri…… . 9 p.m. An Order for Compline 
 
All worship services are done through 
Facebook. Communication is done via 
email. Please make sure we have your 
correct email address. 
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SENIOR WARDEN’S MESSAGE 
 

“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  
  Each day has enough trouble of its own.” 

Matthew 6:34 
 

 
We are all dealing with COVID-19, current events, weather, weeds, rain. fires, family…everyday challenges 
this year. However, there is good news in each and every day. Take a moment, think of a favorite song, maybe 
even listen to it, or sing it out loud. Sit quietly and think of your blessings and what brings you joy. I am  
certain the list can be long and if it is only what is for dinner…that is okay!! 

 
Our building is still closed to outside groups. Our meeting rooms do not support adequate social distancing. 
Additionally, there is no staff available for daily touchpoint cleaning of the additional spaces as they are used. 

 
It is budget submission time for all ministries. An acute awareness of what is warranted, required, future needs 
and even wishes are identified in the budget requests. We are all major factors in our budget process because 
of our pledges and giving. Thank you for your generosity and support of St. Thomas. 

 
Oh, so long ago, I started volunteering in the office. Then Dolly came back to work. Mondays were  
never the same! We have laughed, talked, cried, exchanged snit attacks, fixed the world’s ‘problems’ and 
sometimes … simply sat and looked at each other with no words spoken. 

 
We have all have shared time at events, meetings, and worship. Many times, Dolly and I opened and closed 
the building together; greeted the firemen, sheriff deputies, worked on security issues, and wondered how 
things just “happen”. And Christmas Eve at 1:00 AM will never be the same. 

 
Dolly’s dedication and love for St. Thomas amazes me. Her hard work, ministry, dedication, and volunteer 
duties are above normal expectations. Thank you for giving our church family so much. Thanks also for  
shouldering such a variety of responsibilities! Your assistance, patience and extra efforts are deeply  
appreciated.  We know we will still see you volunteering and keeping us in line and for that we are grateful! 

 
There may be an empty desk in the office, for now, but Dolly’s departure will leave a large empty space in our 
hearts. It will not be the same without you at St. Thomas each day! Dolly, may God continue to bless you and 
your path ahead. 

 
Thanks to each of you for your continued prayers and support of St. Thomas and for all you continue to give to 
our community and each other. 

 
Continued peace. 
 
Cindy Mitchell 
Senior Warden  

 

“Every tomorrow has two handles.  
We can take hold of it with the handle of anxiety or the handle of faith.” 

 

 Henry Ward Beecher 
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Happy Fall Ya’ll!  
 
Oasis Student Ministry is up and running for the Teens and Young Adults now. We have begun work on a 
series called Reference Point. It helps us see things from God’s perspective instead of the world’s  
perspective. Our first lesson was THE first lesson. It was on the broken world and how it got that way. It 
was about what goes wrong in our lives and in the community around us. But it was also about God’s  
perfect remedy. He sent his son, Jesus, to live a life without sin, so he could pay the full price of our sin by 
his death on the cross. 
 
I gave examples of how my own sin has brought me failure and pain. I was happy to go first so that they 
could see that it doesn’t cause shingles or death or complete social rejection if they just say it out loud to 
someone they trust. Confession is hard but it’s necessary for our healing and peace. By my own admission 
of sin, we were all able to admit we commit sins daily. That was just the first half. Enough about us and our 
problems! We switched the focus to God and what he did for us just so we could be near him today and 
throughout eternity.   
 
I made it clear that His ultimate gift allows us to relax about doing enough good to save ourselves. With that 
pressure gone, we are free to concentrate on knowing God more fully, going confidently before His throne 
with praise and supplication. Because Jesus has given us clean hearts, God sees us dressed in white, every 
wrong made right. It is finished. He says we are infinitely delightful.  I want all our students to understand 
the peace and joy this truth brings.  
 
Once our students have decided to believe Jesus, the journey of Christianity begins. That includes learning 
about who God is and who we are to God. It also includes service to others and developing intentional  
relationships with other Christians. That is discipleship and our students are interested!  
 
Discipleship doesn’t just happen. There is a system of steps to follow and that require close attention to 
each student we have. To be effective, we need to only focus on a few at a time. To facilitate this, we  
needed additional leaders. We have three Direct Mentors on board. Those are volunteers who are willing to 
develop deeper relationships with our students, intentionally asking probing questions and tracking where 
they are as a disciple of Christ. Carole MacDonald, Sally Morris, and Yassy Torres are all participating in 
that program with me. There are specific steps to follow and signifiers that a student is ready to move to the 
next level. As we grow in attendance, we want to grow in Direct Mentors as well. I am so grateful to God. 
 
Heavenly Father,  
 
You are the author of every good thing. Thank you for bringing students to us who are expressing a desire 
to know you more. Thank you for trusting us to care for their souls. Please help us to lead by listening. 
Please help us give them the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all its intricacies so that your Spirit can 
burn bright inside of them all the days of their lives. In the name of Christ, Amen. 
 
 
Julie Carter 
Director of Youth & Family Ministries 
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THANK you for keeping up your pledges and other giving to St. Thomas.  
 
Our buildings still require the air conditioners to run, vendors who do maintenance on the property, maintain 
our pledge to the Diocese, meet our staff payroll (who continue to work regular hours following personal 
and community safety procedures).  
 
There are several ways you can make payments towards your 2020 pledge or forward any other offerings or 
special giving: 
 
 On-line giving via your financial institution 
 US Mail  
 Drop off at the office     
  
          The parish office is currently closed to visitors. Please call first to drop off. The office hours are  
          Monday-Thursday 9 AM to 1 PM. 
 
 Pay Pal 

 
A special Thank You for your faithful and generous stewardship! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WARNING: DO NOT RESPOND TO EMAIL REQUESTING GIFT CARDS 

A FAKE email account was created in Gmail that claims to be Father Bob. 

Parishioners are receiving emails from this account. 

The fake account is requesting gift cards. 
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CHRISTMAS COME TRUE 
 
This year we will not have a “Christmas Come True” tree to donate Christmas gifts to the children of Flagler 
County as we have done in the past. Instead, we are asking for donations of money or gift cards to donate. 
They can then purchase the wish list of those children in need. Gift cards can be from any local store such as 
Walmart, Dollar Tree, Michaels, Target, etc. 
 

CHOW NOW 
 
For this program we will purchase items to put in a Christmas stocking. 
 
Donation dates are October 1 through December 6, 2020 
 
Please forward donations to St. Thomas, indicating in your check memo section or on hand delivered  
envelopes “Christmas Come True” or “Chow Now”. Checks should be made out to St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church.  
 
Sue Clark                   610-207-2939 
Carole MacDonald    201-724-0627 

Congratulations Cheryl & Gene 
Joined in Holy Matrimony  

September 23, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Let’s all get together and wish Cheryl and Gene many happy and blessed years together.  
 
“Those whom God has joined together, let no one put asunder.” 



 

PAGE 8  |   THE TIDINGS  |  OCTOBER 2020 

 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLD ON TO HOPE IN JESUS CHRIST 

 
Faith is the ability to see God in the dark. As we pray to Jesus focus on the Holy Spirit. God rescues, frees 
and liberates us. Angels are called to be sent to do God’s work. Once the work is done thy leave and go to 
someone else in need. 
 
In prayer we give thanks to God: 
 

Heavenly Father God we thank you for keeping watch over us from your heavenly kingdom. Bless us 
with a purpose to be a watchmen to serve our fellow man. We are our brothers keeper to be able to 
come together for peace, love and joy. The world is in unrest. Help us to save the world. 
 

Hallelujah - Praise the Lord. Amen 
 
In vigil prayer: Dolly Bordinger, Kathleen McCullough, Jenny Parchment, Joyce Taylor,  
Laurine Fowler, Althea Robinson, Leila Manning, Pam Williams, Yvonne Kendrick 
 
In Times of Conflict: O God, you have bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our  
struggles for justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with 
mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen    The Book of Common Prayer pg. 824 
 

“God sees, hears, knows, answers” 
 

Read: Proverbs 3:6; Psalm 147; Philippians 4:19 
 

God says, “Be still and know I am God” Psalm 46:10 
 

God can bring showers of blessings out of storms of adversity. 
 

STAY SAFE AND HEALTHY 

                                                                             STAY IN TOUCH 
 
If you have an email address, please be sure to check your inbox, junk folder, promotions tab or social tab for 
emails from Fr. Bob on Sundays and Thursdays. There also may be other days that you have emails.  
If you have a church friend who does not have email, please share the news with them! 
 
The Tidings and others notices that are sent via email are sent via US Mail to those 
who do not have email addresses on file. 
If you change your address, home phone number, cell phone number or email  
address, or have any questions, please contact the office so we can stay in touch. 
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                                        LET’S CONNECT 
 

 
 
How are you spending your time? Are you baking bread? Sewing? Tending a garden? To help 
us feel more connected, we’d love to share photos of  YOU in the emails every week. Let us 
connect and create a photo archive of these days. Please email photos to karla@stechurch.org. 
Along with your photo, feel free to share a few sentences about your stay-at-home life 
#LockDownLife. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sacred Spaces as Safe Places  
 

 

[September 25, 2020] Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has issued the following statement: 
  
The events in Louisville remind us of the need for safe spaces in times of conflict.  Churches, synagogues, 
and mosques are houses of prayer, worship, and faith. Sacred spaces are safe places where the way of love 
and nonviolence, the way of peace, the way of justice, and the way of reconciliation can be affirmed and 
practiced.  In deeply conflicted situations, these spaces can play a vital role in preventing escalation into up-
ward spirals of violence. Respecting these spaces as safe places demonstrates a commitment to finding nonvi-
olent solutions.  This can help to broker peace and change that can move a community forward, in the direc-
tion of genuine justice and eventual reconciliation. 
  
We must ever remember Breonna Taylor, and continue to pray for her family, loved ones, and all the people 
of the Louisville community. We must likewise pray for America, that our divisions may cease and that we 
will work together to be a nation where there is liberty and justice for all. Lastly, may we all commit our-
selves anew to the living the words of the prophet Micah who said, “what does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with your God.” 
  
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
Presiding Bishop and Primate 
The Episcopal Church  
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Praise and honor to our Lord and Savior!! 
 
I hope you are all well during this season of our ever-changing life. If you are old enough, like me, then you 
have heard the song “Turn, Turn, Turn” by the Byrds. It was first released in December 1965. The song is 
taken from Solomon’s words to God’s people. 
 
Solomon wanted the people to know that God has a plan for all.  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 is all about the seasons of 
our lives. All the experiences listed in these verses are appropriate at certain times. 
 
Why do tasks happen in my life at a certain time or order? Is it something that I do or don’t do? I know we 
are born with a purpose. 
 
That timeline from birth to death is important. Your life is powerful, and it matters! God delights in His peo-
ple. Even when we are not sure what we are called to do, God will use the seasons of our lives to glorify His 
name. 
 
I struggle with what is going on in our world today, so many things at one time. It makes it very hard for me 
to do daily things. Does anyone else feel this way? It doesn’t make me a weak person; it just means that my 
brain is having a hard time processing all that is happening. Solomon is right. There is a time for all things, 
but I can only take one at a time. 
 
I think that all God wants is for me to do my part. That is not so hard! When I see Him face to face, I hope I 
hear, “Good job, my daughter!” 
 
So, listen to “Turn, Turn, Turn."  My prayer  for  each of you is whatever  season or  time you are in, re-
member God is holding your hand. Why? Because you have a purpose in this life. You have been called by 
name. All the people said... Amen! 
 
Denise Rox 
Worship and Devotions Chair 
The Order of the Daughters of the King 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FrhgunQvNnilkOlFhtGL4TFVPnTdPzY2J6adU8TBbLMuX13OG_RJ3XvZGObffAR6V_cV6j7fO68J2dX4uzXGQX_AHeU50GEwZfHZNX1gP2sOlb2ftcr5YKTCSePEkUw8AaD-b8jdwRWvIZe9ucZK70TFwmUbh5lT7Cc7fu0O3jDTQu97N-3HeoqMSMyKGHHU7Wn3YwCP3tc=&c=tZmr2XCDOsmGi58hOBjEn
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

 1 - Steven Anuszczyk 

 2 - Audrey Williams 

 2 - Nina Abbas-Ortiz 

 2 - Jason Carter 

 2 - Jacqueline Gonzalez 

 3 - Gerald Baratta 

 4 - Shirley Burch 

 5 - Enid Reddish 

 5 - Ivory Johnson 

 6 - Julie Carter 

 8 - Barbara Tummings 

 9 - Bob Wood 

 9 - Marjorie Ransom 

 9 - Kelly Wright 

10 - Jacque LeBaron 

10 - Henrietta Liburd 

10 - Neville Wintz 

10 - Rita Howe 

11 - Judith Agiesta 

12 - Byron Stewart 

15 - Victoria Baratta 

16 - Robbie Johnson 

17 - Joyce F. Taylor 

17 - Hanneke Jevons 

19 - Don Gingles 

22 - Yvonne Kendrick 

23 - Deborah Snedeker 

23 - Rita A. Hines 

23 - Bill Schwartz 

24 - Egbert Farquharson 

24 - Randolph Clarke 

24 - Brenda Ball 

28 - Wanda Wood  

28 - Tim Bush 

29 - Jean Thomas 

29 - Felix Malidong 

30 - Joyce Lacallade 

30 - Dawn Florkowski 

 

 1 - Cleo & Rita Howe 

 2 - Steve & Carol Wing 

 3 - Bob & Sandra Malone 

 3 - Alfred & Claire Stefanik 

 7 - Tom & Geni Witherspoon 

 8 - George & Monica Bailey 

19 - Robert & Gail Naworal 

26 - Jim & Lynette Callender 

26 -  Robert & Patricia Rollins 

28 - Salvatore & Jessie Brucculeri 

30 - Joe & Kelly Wright 
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TIDINGS ARTICLES 
 

Deadline for submissions is on the 
15th of each month except July. 
Please submit information via e-mail:   
thompsondorothya@aol.com 

or on a flash drive.  

All submissions via email should be  

Word or Publisher format and NO 

MORE than 1/2  page. 

 

Thank you. 

Our Church Mission  
 

Living and Proclaiming the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ in 

Community,   
Holy Communion, and  
Servanthood Ministry 

 

The Episcopal Church 
Welcomes You! 

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH  

member of the worldwide 

Anglican communion 
 

5400 Belle Terre Parkway 

Palm Coast, Fl. 32137 
 

Phone: 386-446-2300 

Fax: 386-446-2303 
 

Email:  info@stechurch.org 

http://stechurch.org 
 

A ministry of the  

Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We are still here for you! 

Please be sure to contact the office to 
report hospital stays, surgery, health issues 
or any concerns. Clergy or the   
appropriate ministry will be informed as 
soon as possible. 
 
The parish clergy, licensed Lay  
Eucharistic Visitors, and other pastoral  
visitors are still facing limitations on  
in-person visiting, especially in hospitals, 
retirement communities, and hospice care 
facilities.  We remain greatly concerned 
for your health and safety.  While it feels 
not nearly as warm and personal as we 
would all prefer, emails and phone calls 
are our visitation tools we can continue to 
use for visits and prayer in the days ahead.  

 
 

Office Hours during  
COVID-19 

Monday - Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 


